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ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
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E.O. 11652: XGOS-2 

tags: shun, PFOR, PINS, AR, BL 

SUBJECT: BODY OF EX-BOLIVIAN PRESIBENT TORRES FOUND 
ref: A> USUN 2357, B) BUENOS AIRES 3641 


1. NEDIA CARRYING STORY THAT BODY TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED AS 
THAT OF FORNER PRESIDENT OF BOLIVIA GEN, JUAN JOSE TORRES 
HAS FOUND JUNE 2 IN SAN ANDRES OE GILES, BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE; 
ABOUT 120 KILONETERS FRON BUENOS AIRES. POLICE HAVE NOT YET 
ISSUED REPORT. 


2. COHNENT. PRELININARY ENBASSY CHECKS HITH LOCAL SECURITY 
SOURCES CONFIRN THAT BODY IS THAT OF TORRES. HE HILL FOLLQH 
UP HITH DETAILS AS AVAILABLE. 

3. SEPTEL IN PREPARATION ON MIN INTERIOR PRESS CONFERENCE 
JUNE 2 ON TORRES' DISAPPEARANCE, AND HE HILL INCLUDE ANY 
INNEOIATE GOA REACTION TO FINDING OF BODY. 

4. PENDING FURTHER INFORMATION, HE HILL HAVE TO RESERVE 

JUOGNENT ON HHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TORRES’ MURDER. THERE IS 
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NO QUESTION. HOWEVER, THAT IT WILL BE WIDELV ASSURED IN 
ARGENTINA AND ABROAD THAT THE KILLING wAS WORK ^OF GOA 
SECURITY FORCES ACTING OFFICIALLY, OR AT LEAST THAT OF 
SEMI-OFFICIAL -DEATH SQUAD- WHICH HAS TACIT APPROVAL OF 
GOA. CONING ON HEELS OF HUROERS OF THE URUGUAYAN EXILES 
HICHELINI AND GUTIERREZ, IT WILL BE TAKEN AS INDICATION OF 
CAMPAIGN TO ELIMINATE LEFTIST EXILE LEADERSHIP IN ARGENTINA 
AND PROBABLY TO INTIMIDATE EXILE COMMUNITIES HERE. IT MAY 
WELL PROVOKE ALREADY NERVOUS EXILES INTO RUN FOR SAFETY 
ABROAD. DIRECTLY OR INTO EMBASSIES IN BUENOS AIRES. 

S. ON other hand, minister economy MARTINEZ DE HOZ CALLED 
ME AND STATED THAT GOA HAD NO REPEAT NO 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MURDER TORRES. HE CONSIDERED THAT KILLING 
WAS WORK OF leftist EXTREMISTS KILLING -ONE OF THEIR OWN- 
ANO HAVING BLAME FALL ON GOA. . ' 

HILL 


